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President’s Message 
Spring, 2022 

 
   Eagle Island has some good news to report, so let’s start with that. John Burgess will return for the summer 
of 2022 as the Eagle Island Park Manager. And, he will have Chloe Kilborn returning as Assistant Park 
Ranger. So, you will have familiar faces giving you their characteristic Eagle Island welcome when you visit 
this summer. More good news is that the float is in place and visitors will have access to the island when it 
officially opens June 15.  
   Unfortunately, the Peary museum and library will continue to be closed for the summer. The Welcome 
Center will be the gathering place and the Friends’ cadre of dedicated docents will be there to lead ‘virtual’ 
tours via pictures and videos and even ‘peeping Tom’ tours from the Museum’s surrounding deck with details 
and stories of what can be seen from the outside looking in. The trails will open July 16th when the avian 
nesting season has run its course. 
   The gardening crews, coordinated by Kim Payne, are anxious to get to work on the island gardens and the 
annual plantings for the summer. Wild winds have forced cancelation of early trips out to the island, but by 
opening day you can bet the winds are no match for their persistence. Weeds beware! 
   As usual Wayne and Gaye Miller are looking to share the joys of a docent day on Eagle Island with new 
docents, so if this is the summer you finally join the crew, you won’t regret it. Where else can you meet the 
nicest people, enjoy the comradery of experienced docents and the enthusiasm of new docents, and offer 
volunteer service to the State of Maine on Casco Bay’s most historic and beautiful island? See Wayne’s call 
for docents elsewhere in this journal. 
   With the Eagle Island trails scheduled to open July 16th, we will call for volunteers to help maintain the 
trails then and throughout the season. We will try and get a weekly work crew out to repair the water bars, 
trim trails, and install new rope barriers on dangerous sections of the trails. There is always painting to be 
touched up, cleaning and polishing to accomplish and lots of general maintenance. We have something for all 
who join us with all abilities and skill levels. We hope to see as many of you as can make it join us for the 
work that adds so much to the experience of visiting Eagle Island. Admiral Peary would approve! 
    At this writing there is a final note of good news. Substantial funding has been secured for the renovations 
to the Peary home and for the preservation and protection of the artifacts and collections. The Friends stand 
ready to support the State in returning the island to its status as a treasured National Historic Landmark and a 
Maine Historic Park. As planning details become clear, we will let you know how the Friends of Peary’s 
Eagle Island can contribute to the efforts and how we, as individuals, can get involved. We’re looking forward 
to the challenges ahead! 
 
Steven Ingram  
President Friends of Peary’s Eagle Island 
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Introducing John Burgess 
 

Eagle Island Park Manager 2022 
 
In his youth, Robert Peary attended Portland High School and would often spend his summers exploring the 
islands of Casco Bay. On one such trip in 1870 he landed on Eagle Island. Peary was so moved by the 
experience he decided that he would one day own Eagle Island, a prophecy he would fulfill just a few years 
later. Thanks to remarkable conservation efforts by the people of Maine, many of the islands of Casco Bay 
have been preserved in perpetuity for public use and wildlife protection. I am forever grateful for these 
successful conservation endeavors as they have allowed me to wander and explore the same places that 
captured a young Admiral Peary over 150 years ago.  
Growing up in Cumberland, I attended Merriconeag Waldorf School where I became close friends with a 
third-generation lobsterman from Harpswell. In early high school I was first invited to spend 4th of July 
weekend with him and his family on Jewell Island. It was on this trip that I distinctly remember passing by 
Eagle Island and being awestruck by the rugged coastline, picturesque landscape, and the unique design of the 
main house perched on the ledge. Though it would still be many years before I would set foot on Eagle Island 
or learn about the Peary legacy, my friend continued to take me out on his boat to fish, explore, and camp on 
many of the surrounding islands.  
In 2018 I graduated from Saint Michael’s College with a degree in Environmental Studies and Anthropology. 
When I returned to Maine in the spring, the first job I applied for was an Assistant Park Ranger position on 
Eagle Island. Needless to say, I was hooked after that first season. Since then, I served as Acting Park 
Manager in 2020, and again as Assistant Park Ranger in 2021. 
I am truly honored and elated to be returning to Eagle Island as Park Manager for the 2022 season. I am 
committed to serving the people of Maine, the Bureau of Parks and Lands, and the Peary family. I know that 
together we will be successful in preserving the magic of Eagle Island. 
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2022 Eagle Island Update 
The Peary museum on Eagle Island will remain closed to the public for the duration of the 2022 season.  
As of early May 2022, the legislature and Governor Mills have appropriated fifty million dollars of federal 
funds from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) to Maine State Parks. There are two conditions for 
utilizing these funds, they must be obligated by the end of 2024 and they must be fully expended by December 
31st, 2026. The State will also be creating two positions, a Senior Planner and Civil Engineer. The appointees 
will be responsible for overseeing all the projects that will be funded by the ARPA money. The Maine Bureau 
of Parks and Lands currently has a list of over 300 projects across 48 parks that stand to benefit from the 
funding. Because of the vast scope of these undertakings, it is unrealistic to expect that each project will 
receive adequate funding.  
So, what does this mean for Eagle Island? We are currently poised to receive over one million dollars of the 
ARPA funds for renovation and mold remediation in the Peary Museum with a substantial amount of 
additional funds allocated for masonry repairs, a new float, and a potable water system. Many details and 
logistics of these complex projects have yet to be determined, but the appropriation of this federal aid is a 
large step in the right direction. A project of this magnitude requires a diverse range of engineers, historical 
experts, and experienced contractors, as well as an abundance of careful planning, research, and data 
collection.  
As we enter the 2022 season we are still primarily in the planning and data collection phase, but we also hope 
to complete a series of smaller tasks that will help expedite the renovation and remediation processes next 
year. While it is heartbreaking for all to see the museum closed for such a large period, these necessary 
updates are a critical step we must take to ensure that this National Historic Landmark and the Peary family 
legacy will be adequately preserved for generations to come.  
We thank you for your patience and understanding and look forward to welcoming you back into the museum 
when the work is complete. 
 
John Burgess 
Eagle Island Park Manager 
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Eagle Island Garden News 
 

By  
Kim Payne 

 
The spring daffodils, crocus, and forsythias have already come and gone, and the lilacs, iris, and phlox are 
now taking center stage, offering assurance that summer is well on its way and we are looking forward to 
another season of gardening out on Eagle Island. The house will not be open to visitors but we will be 
working in the gardens continuing our restoration efforts to bring them back to life and to keep them blooming 
for everyone to enjoy.  
 
Our main focus this year will be in Marie’s Garden. Marie Peary was the first child of Admiral Robert E. and 
Mrs. Josephine D. Peary. She was born in 1893 during Josephine’s second trip to the Arctic with her husband. 
Marie was the first Caucasian baby the native Inuit people had ever seen and was quite a curiosity to them 
with her blond hair and blue eyes. Her Inuit nickname was Ah-poo Nickaninny, or Snow Baby.  Josephine and 
Marie stayed in Etah, Greenland for two years while the Admiral conducted several exploratory expeditions in 
his quest to reach the North Pole.  Josephine wrote several books during her lifetime; The Snow Baby, relays 
the story of Marie’s early years in the frozen north. The Peary family began spending summers on Eagle 
Island in 1904 - Marie followed her mother’s example and created her own garden on the Island during the 
summer of 1915. 
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Over the many years since then, the now very large white birch tree has continued to grow making Marie’s 
garden quite shady, and weedy, and inhospitable to many of the sun loving plants she planted there beginning 
in 1915. After a serious assault on the weeds that have nearly taken over, we plan to add some varieties of 
flowers and shrubs more suitable for current conditions. The day lily, phlox, columbine, and geraniums are 
still offering a good amount of color so we are hopeful with a lot of TLC, this garden will once again be 
another bright spot along the trail for visitors to enjoy as they explore the Island.  

 
In early March, 2022, I gave a presentation to the Longfellow Garden Club of Portland including a short 
history of the Peary family’s connection to Eagle Island, the women who created the historic pocket gardens, 
and our efforts to restore the gardens with the flowers they selected. Additional presentations are pending, 
including one to the Harpswell Garden Club in 2023. Contact the Friends of Peary’s Eagle Island if your 
organization may be interested in learning more about the Gardens and the ladies who created them.  
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Robert E. Peary visits the Bangor House 1909 

By 
Wayne Miller 

 
On September 23, 1909, then Commander Robert E. Peary set foot on American soil for the first time since 
leaving New York in July of 1908 on his final Arctic expedition.  Yes, it was way back on April 6th of that 
year that Peary determined he was at that elusive location called the North Pole, and by April 27th, he was 
back on board the Roosevelt, but it was not until early July that the Arctic ice released its grip allowing the 
southward trip home to begin.  At first the pace of the return was leisurely as the Inuit families working aboard 
the Roosevelt were returned to their homes, and it was early September before the first location with a 
wireless station, Indian Harbor, Labrador, was reached allowing Peary to inform the world of the attainment of 
his goal of reaching the North Pole.  The party continued south, and on September 21st upon landing in Nova 
Scotia, Peary boarded a train headed to Maine to expedite his return.  Finally, on the morning of September 
23rd, the international border was crossed at Vanceboro, where most of this town’s small population turned 
out at the train station to welcome Peary as a heroic celebrity. The newspapers had spread the word of the 
successful expedition, and even before his return, Peary had attained what we today would call “rock star” 
status.  There was another short stop at Old Town, again with a rousing welcome, before reaching Bangor 
where Peary was taken by carriage to the Bangor House for a luncheon and presentation of a silver loving cup.  
This was the first of many ceremonies, both domestic and abroad, recognizing and celebrating the 
accomplishment of being the first to lead an expedition over the Polar ice cap to the latitude 90° north.  A 
second train boarded that afternoon carried him to Portland, and finally, the next day, Bert Peary was back on 
his beloved Eagle Island. 
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Recently we had the good fortune of meeting and becoming friends with Gerard Haviland, a proud alumnus of 
Bowdoin College.  When Gerard discovered our connection to Eagle Island and our interest in the Peary 
legacy, he divulged that he had in his possession an important Peary artifact.  Years earlier, Linda Rice, a 
close friend of Gerard’s deceased wife, Regina, was going through her grandfather’s papers and found a 
couple of photographs which she realized had a Bowdoin connection.  Recognizing Gerard’s continuing 
interest in his Alma Mater, she passed these photos on to him.  Linda’s grandfather, Clayton E. Clough, was a 
photographer employed by  the Portland Press, and was assigned to cover the return to Maine of Robert Peary, 
and the photograph passed on to Gerard depicted Peary standing on the portico at the entrance to the Bangor 
House after the luncheon held there to honor his Arctic accomplishment.  A similar photograph has been 
published, but this photo was unique as it depicted Peary alone on the portico, and was part of the private 
collection of the photographer.   
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DOCENTS URGENTLY NEEDED 
 

The Friends of Peary’s Eagle Island are in need of several new docents to cover the 2022 season. We try to 
provide 2 docents each day on the island during the season. Training is provided as well as free transportation 
to and from the island from The Dolphin Marina in South Harpswell. We have a very energetic and 
enthusiastic group who love to share their knowledge of Admiral Peary, Eagle Island, the flora and fauna on 
the island, and Casco Bay as well. It’s a very rewarding experience and at the end of the season we have a 
celebratory get together and share our stories. Many days are currently available to meet your schedule. 
Unfortunately this past year we had to keep the Welcome Center closed because of lack of coverage. So, why 
not join us this year and be involved in a rewarding experience you won’t regret. Contact us by 
email friendsofpearyeagleisland@gmail.com or through our website https://www.pearyeagleisland.org/.  
 

Just so you know 
 

The Friends of Peary’s Eagle Island need a treasurer. We are a 501c3 non-profit organization. If interested or 
know anyone who might be willing to help out please contact us through our website pearyeagleisland.org 
 
FYI Eagle Island park rangers monitor channel VHF FM9. 
 
Use of metal detectors at historic sites is prohibited.  
 
The general use of drones is prohibited in Maine State Parks, Historic Sites, and DACF Boat Launches 
without direct oversight and guidance of an approved law enforcement agency or by special permit.  
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